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Town  of  Father 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  4/78-21-W5th  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  at 
mile  278.8  on  the  Edmonton,  McLennan  and  Grande  Prairie  branch  of  the 
Northern  Alberta  Railway;  and  four  miles  west  of  Donnelly  which  lies  40  miles 
south  of  Peace  River,  and  nine  miles  west  of  McLennan  on  Highway  No.  2. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

Established  bench  mark  1908.92  Latitude  55/44  Longitude  116/57 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  -  57° F. 

Average  winter  -  17° F. 

Average  annual  -  34° F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  -  12.2  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  -  48.0  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  -  17.0  inches. 

Note:  The  foregoing  averages  have  been  estimated  from  the  records 
of  surrounding  weather  stations  and  cover  a  period  of  25  years. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  Shale  of  Kaskapar  formation  forms  bedrock  at 
McLennan.  The  shales  of  this  formation  are  dark  to  black  marine  shales  of 
Upper  Cretaceous  Age.  These  shales  are  notably  lacking  in  good  water  horizons. 

6.  SOIL 

Falher  lies  between  a  Gray  Wooded  and  a  Transition  soil  zone.  A 
description  of  these  zones  follows. 

Transition  -  Soil  Profile— 

Generally  quite  mixed,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  gray.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  or  a  thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  litter  (AO)  which  may  be 
absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a  mineral  horizon  that  can  usually 
be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  A1  part  may  be  black,  gray  black  or 
dark  brown.  The  lower  part  A2  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic 
matter  and  considerably  grayer  than  the  Al.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface 
horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  B  horizons  are  generally  dark 
brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  40  inches. 

Grad  Wooded  -  Soil  Profile— 

These  soils  have  developed  under  humid  soil  moisture  conditions.  The  surface 
horizon  consists  of  a  semi-decomposed  leaf  mold  layer,  AO,  that  may  be  absent 
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if  the  area  has  been  burned  over;  a  thin  (sometimes  absent)  A1  horizon  may 
be  gray  black,  brown  or  gray  brown,  and  a  severely  leached  and  platy,  grayish 
A2  horizon,  whose  depth  will  average  about  6  to  8  inches.  The  B  horizons  are 
heavier  textured,  compact  and  often  darker  in  color  than  the  A.  The  depth 
to  lime  is  quite  variable,  often  ranging  from  30  to  50  inches. 

Transition  -  Fertility — 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  foods. 

Gray  Wooded  -  Fertility- 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  less  fertile  because  of  leaching;  the  deeper 
the  leached  layer,  the  less  fertile.  However,  patches  of  transition  soils  are 
found  within  the  zone. 

Transition  -  Vegetation— 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and  has 
more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Gray  Wooded  -  Vegetation 

A  mixed  deciduous  and  evergreen  woodland  in  which  peats  and  mus¬ 
kegs  frequently  occur. 

Transition  -  Land  Use— 

A  system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  in  the  crop  rotation, 
supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required,  should  be  prac¬ 
tised  for  best  results. 

Gray  Wooded  -  Land  Use— 

This  is  a  mixed  farming  area  in  which  legumes,  hays  and  coarse  grains 
are  the  most  desirable  crops.  Rotations  including  legumes  and  supplemented 
with  fertilizers,  where  needed,  have  given  the  most  satisfactory  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

The  village  of  Falher  was  named  after  the  Rev.  C.  Falher,  O.M.I.,  a 
Roman  Catholic  missionary.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Josselin,  Brittany, 
France,  on  March  30th,  1863,  and  came  to  Canada  in  1887,  arriving  at  Grouard 
1889.  He  was  noted  for  his  outstanding  ability  to  interpret  and  speak  the  Cree 
language.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  W.  D.  Albright  of  Beaverlodge  he  wrote,  “The 
district  around  Falher  was  known  as  the  “Happy  Hunting  Ground”  of  the  Indians, 
because  of  the  large  number  of  fox  found  in  the  district,  where  cayuses  wintered 
in  the  open  on  great  quantities  of  peavine.  This  area  was  known  to  the 
missionaries  long  before  it  was  surveyed  by  Mr.  Selby  in  1909,  when  he  reports 
that  this  district  was  the  richest  he  had  found  in  the  West.  Moreover,  as  the 
Indian  trail  to  British  Columbia  led  from  Lesser  Slave  Lake  through  this  district, 
I  was  persuaded  as  were  others  that  in  time  to  come  the  railway  would  run 
over  this  area,  since  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  railroads  in  the  whole  of 
Canada  to  follow  these  Indian  trails.  The  fact  that  Falher  is  in  the  Peace 
River  district  —  the  centre  of  attraction  for  so  many  —  had  weight  also  in  my 
mind  to  start  some  settlement  there.  Then  it  was  considered  that  Falher  was 
in  the  passage  of  mild  Chinook  winds  and  this  was  too  another  advantage.” 
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Falher  is  a  town  which  has  grown  around  a  centre  of  Roman  Catholic 
activities.  The  parish  of  Falher  was  established  at  the  beginning  of  June,  1912, 
and  a  priest  from  Grouard  came  for  a  time  to  hold  religious  services.  Its  first 
priest,  Rev.  Jean-Marie  Dreau,  O.M.I.,  took  up  residence  there  in  the  spring 
of  1913.  This  parish  of  Falher  became  so  to  speak  the  mother  parish  of  several 
others,  such  as  Donnelly,  Girouxville,  Guy  and  Jean-Cote. 

The  Falher  district  extends  a  width  of  seven  miles,  20  miles  south  to  the 
Little  Smoky  River  and  north  to  the  Nampa  district.  This  district  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  heavy  timber  prior  to  the  great  fire  of  1902  and  several  subsequent 
fires  have  turned  the  land  into  prairie.  It  was  surveyed  for  homesteads  in  1909, 
and  was  for  the  most  part  settled  when  the  Edmonton-Dunvegan  and  British 
Columbia  Railway  (Northern  Alberta  Railway)  reached  Falher  in  1916.  When 
the  townsite  was  surveyed  in  1919,  the  late  Bishop  Grouard  sent  the  Rev.  J.  A. 
Ouellette  to  establish  a  Catholic  centre  a  Falher;  the  magnificent  church,  con¬ 
vent  and  schools  which  are  located  in  the  heart  of  the  village,  stand  as  a 
monument  to  the  early  efforts  of  Father  Ouellette.  A  new  college,  Notre 
Dame  de  la  Paix  (Notre  Dame  of  Peace)  was  opened  on  September  2,  1950, 
with  an  enrollment  of  85  students.  It  was  officially  blessed  by  His  Excellency 
Bishop  Henri  Routhier,  O.M.I.,  of  Grouard  on  August  19,  1950. 

The  hamlet  was  first  organized  as  a  village  September  5,  1923.  It  was 
subsequently  disorganized  on  April  1,  1926.  On  March  13,  1929,  it  was  again 
organized  as  a  village.  A.  L.  Ducharme  was  the  first  mayor. 

Falher  Consolidated  School  District  No.  69  was  established  December 
8,  1919. 


Homes  in  Falher  are  modern,  well  maintained  and  largely  owner-occupied. 
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The  first  bank  was  the  Banque  Canadienne  National. 

A  creamery  was  started  by  E.  Mercier  in  1923  and  operated  until  1926. 
It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1927. 

B.  Dechene  started  a  cheese  factory  in  1933;  this  factory  closed  down 
after  operating  for  two  years. 

The  Adanac  Hotel  was  built  in  1924  and  operated  by  the  owner,  Frank 
L.  Rentiers. 

In  1950,  the  town  hall  with  most  of  its  records  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  November  ,1963,  a  dreadful  fire  during  the  night  destroyed  two  United 
Grain  Growers  elevators  and  annexes,  one  Alberta  Pacific  Grain  Company 
elevator  and  annexes  and  one  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  elevator  and  annexes.  Again 
in  late  spring  of  1964,  the  second  Alberta  Wheat  Pool  elevator  with  annexes  was* 
destroyed  by  a  ravaging  fire. 

All  three  companies  affected  have  rebuilt  new  composite  type  elevators 
and  annexes  having  a  total  capacity  of  716,000  bushels. 

A  fertilizer  warehouse  owned  by  Falher  Truck  and  Implements  Ltd.  was 
also  destroyed  in  the  first  fire  and  has  been  replaced  with  a  new  and  bigger 
building. 

In  1948  the  Falher  General  Co-operative  Association  built  an  8,900  square 
foot  general  store  with  a  full  basement  and  a  6,000  square  foot  hardware  store 
and  storage  building. 

In  1964  Falher  Holdings  Ltd.  built  a  16,050  square  foot  shopping  center 
which  houses  a  bus  depot,  jeweller,  medical  clinic,  drug  store,  post  office,  Farm 
Credit  Corporation  office,  I.G.A.  food  store,  and  a  Sunset  Hardware  store. 

The  Falher  Trading  Co.  Ltd.,  which  had  been  a  general  grocery  and 
hardware  store  since  1919,  have  converted  their  premises  into  a  full  line 
general  clothing  store  in  1964. 

All  the  commercial  area  of  the  town  is  on  paved  streets  and  the  Falher 
General  Co-op  as  well  as  the  Shopping  Center  have  paved  parking  lots. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Falher  is  a  bright  and  attractive  town  with  its  wide  paved  or  gravelled 
streets,  modern  stores  and  Roman  Catholic  institutional  buildings.  Its  citizens 
are  almost  one  hundred  per  cent  French  extraction  and  followers  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  faith.  Of  all  the  town  and  district  activities,  none  are  more  important, 
or  closer  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  than  those  which  centre  in  the  magnificent 
church,  the  convent  and  the  school  which  is  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

The  surrounding  country  is  flat,  open  land  with  only  a  few  acres  of  trees 
and  bush  remaining.  The  town  lies  13  miles  west  of  McLennan,  and  a  paved 
highway  connects  it  with  Highway  No.  2  at  Donnelly  Corner,  three  miles  east. 

There  is  transportation  by  rail  or  road;  and  communication  by  mail, 
telegraph  and  telephone.  Utilities  include  three  phases;  electric  light  and 
power,  water  and  sewer,  and  natural  gas. 

There  is  one  church,  a  library,  a  movie  theatre  and  a  24  room  hotel. 

Financial  facilities  are  composed  of  one  bank,  a  branch  of  the  Alberta 
Treasury  and  a  Credit  Union. 
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There  are  two  resident  doctors  practising  in  Falher.  A  drug  store  was 
opened  in  1965.  Hospital  facilities  are  located  at  McLennan,  12  miles  east. 

For  spare  time  activities  there  is  a  library,  television,  movie  theatre  and 
sports  facilities  which  include  a  skating  arena,  baseball  diamond,  and  school 
gymnasium. 

Natural  gas  is  used  for  heating  purposes.  There  are  ample  supplies  of 
liquid  fuels  such  as  diesel  oil  and  gasoline. 

There  is  a  public  school  that  teaches  grades  1  -  12,  dormitory  facilities 
for  girls  in  the  convent;  also  a  college  where  students  are  taught  theology, 
agriculture,  commerce  and  industrial  arts.  The  school  enrollment  is  approxi¬ 
mately  475. 

There  are  882  residents.  An  average  of  6  homes  per  year  have  been 
built  during  the  last  eight  years,  but  there  is  still  a  housing  shortage.  A  four 
room  cottage  rents  for  $40  per  month.  About  90%  of  the  homes  are  owner 
occupied. 

During  the  past  three  years  two  motel  type  buildings  containing  eleven 
suites  have  been  built.  The  old  priest  residence  has  been  moved  to  the  same 
location  as  the  mentioned  motel  and  converted  into  4  suites  on  the  first  floor 
and  6  rooms  on  the  second  floor. 

A  building  owned  by  the  Recluse  de  Jesus  Marie  and  found  on  the 
immediate  outskirt  of  the  town  boundary  has  also  been  converted  into  a  5-suite 
apartment  building. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor  and  six  councillors.  Two  councillors 
are  elected  each  year  for  a  three  year  term  and  the  mayor  is  elected  for  a  two 
year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  town  affairs  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

One  town  constable;  Magistrate’s  Court  (once  a  month);  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment  at  McLennan. 

Building  Regulations— 

The  Council  is  guided  by  a  Building  and  Zoning  By-Law  and  plans  for 
new  buildings  or  major  alterations  must  be  approved  by  the  Council  before 
any  building  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Regulations. 
Plumbing  is  also  under  the  supervision  of  a  Provincial  inspector. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

There  are  20  volunteer  firemen. 

Thirteen  water  hydrants  are  so  located  that  the  whole  town  is  well  pro¬ 
tected. 

Equipment- 

Two  6”  by  10’  hard  suction  hose  for  hook-ups  to  hydrants  or  reservoirs; 
800  feet  2JT  hose;  900  feet  1JT  hose;  one  30-foot  3-section  aluminum  extension 
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ladder;  one  12-foot  aluminum  roof  ladder;  one  three-ton  Fargo  fire  truck  with 
500  gallons  reserve  water  tank  and  Barton  American  March  Pump  with  a  capacity 
of  450  g.p.m.  at  120  lbs.  p.s.i. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Assessment  1966  Assessment 


Land  at  value 
Inprovements  at  value 
Business 


$  96,410 

1,051,420 
109,820 


$  194,830 

1,116,540 
114,060 


Total  $1,257,650 


Mill  Rate 


1963 

1966 

Municipal 

41.9 

37.26 

School 

23. 

27.94 

Hospital 

4.9 

3.80 

Total  69. 

69. 

$1,425,430 


13.  AREAS 


Total  area  of  town  144  acres 
Roads  and  lanes  14.5  acres 

Parks  and  playgrounds  11  acres 


Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes  -  miles 

Paved  Gravelled 

Provincial  main  1. 

Streets  and  roads  .50  4.50 

Lanes  and  alleys 


Imp.  Dirt  Total 

1.  (access  road) 
5. 

3.50  3.50 

9.50 


There  are  over  four  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAINS  -  200-hook  ups 

Sanitary  Sewers  3.5  miles 
Water  Mains  3.5  miles 

Water  is  brought  from  Winagami  Lake  by  way  of  a  canal  and  is  pumped 
into  a  reservoir.  It  then  passes  through  a  modern  treatment  plant. 

Water  Rate 

Metered  Rate— 

1st  2000  gals.  $4.00  per  Mo. 

2001  -  10,000  gals.  $1.10  per  M  gals. 

Over  10,000  gals.  .90  per  M  gals. 

Summer  rate  -  .55  per  M  gals. 
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15.  POWER 


A  large,  modern  shopping  complex  is  a  recent  addition  to  the  community's  business  area. 


Three  phase  60  cycle  electric  power  is  supplied  at  the  following  rates  by 
Northland  Utilities  Ltd. 


Residential  Service  Rate 

First  40  KWH  used  per  month  @  7.0c  per  KWH 
Next  160  KWH  used  per  month  @  2.9c  per  KWH 
Next  400  KWH  used  per  month  @  2.0c  per  KWH 
Excess  KWH  used  per  month  @  1.5c  per  KWH 
Minimum  monthly  charge  -  $2.80. 

For  non  payment  by  due  date  add  5%. 


General  Service  Rate 

Single  phase  1  to  5  KW  connected. 

First  200  KWH  used  @  6.0c  per  KWH 
Next  800  KWH  used  @  2.9c  per  KWH 
Next  1000  KWH  used  @  2.0c  per  KWH 
Excess  KWH  used  @1.5  per  KWH 
Minimum  monthly  charge  -  $2.80. 

Single  or  three  phase  5  KW  of  demand  and  over. 

First  40  KWH  used  per  KW  of  demand  @  6.0c 
Next  160  KWH  used  per  KW  of  demand  @  2.9c 
Next  200  KWH  used  per  KW  of  demand  @  2.0c 
Excess  KWH  used  @  1.5c 

Minimum  monthly  charge:  $1.00  per  KW  connected,  but  not  less  than  $5.00 
For  non  payment  by  due  date  add  5%. 
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16.  GAS  -  NATURAL 

Supplied  by  Northland  Utilities  since  1961. 

Rates: 

First  3  MCF  $1.00  per  MCF 
Additional  MCF  .70  per  MCF 
Minimum  Charges  -  $3.00  per  month. 

17.  PROPANE 

Agent  at  Falher. 

100  lb.  bottle  $6.00. 

18.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Tractor  fuel  19.6c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  40,000  gallons. 

19.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  in  the  town. 

20.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  Coarse  Grains;  Forage  Crops  and  Seeds;  Straw;  Hogs  and 
Sheep;  Poultry  Products;  Honey;  Lumber;  Sand  -  common;  Gravel. 

21.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal— Post  Office;  Farm  Loan  Board;  Farm  Credit  Corporation. 

Provincial— Alberta  Government  Telephones;  District  Agriculturist;  Weed 
Inspector  (Provincial- Municipal);  Treasury  Branch;  Liquor  Store;  Court  House. 

Municipal— Volunteer  Fire  Department;  Police  Department.  A  Muni¬ 
cipal  office  building  and  fire  hall  form  part  of  the  skating  arena  front  building. 
Municipal  District  No.  130  office. 

22.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Two  doctors  and  a  drugstore  with  a  full  time  druggist. 

23.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Doctors  2 

Notary  Public  2 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Barber  Shops  3 

Watch  Repairs  1 

Insurance  Agents  4 

Real  Estate  Service  1 


8 


24.  TRANSPORTATION 

Falher  Transport  -  Daily  truck  service  from  Edmonton. 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  -  Edmonton  to  Dawson  Creek  via  Falher. 
Two  passenger  trains  each  week. 

Freight  train  -  2  per  week. 

Daily  bus  service  in  all  directions. 

Daily  N.A.R.  truck  service. 

25.  NEWSPAPERS 

The  Record  Gazette  -  printed  in  Peace  River. 

26.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Northern  Alberta  Railway  Telegraph; 
Post  Office  ( mail ) . 

Radio  Station  CKYL  at  Peace  River  and  CFGP  at  Grande  Prairie. 

CBXT-TV  -  Channel  7,  Peace  River;  Channel  10  -  Grande  Prairie  (  serving 
Falher  district). 

27.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Alberta  Government  Treasury  Branch;  Bank  of  Montreal. 

28.  HOTELS 

No.  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  License 

Adanac  22  $2.50  up  Yes 

29.  TOURIST  CAMPS  AND  BEACH 

Winagami  Beach  -  29  miles  east  of  Falher. 

Camps  at  Little  Smoky  River  on  Highway  No.  2,  at  the  Big  Smoky  on 
Highway  No.  49,  and  at  Little  Smoky  River  southwest  of  Falher. 

30.  CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic. 

31.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Knights  of  Columbus;  Ladies  of  Ste.  Anne. 

32.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce;  Recreation  Board;  Women’s  Guild. 

33.  SOCIETIES 

Agricultural  Society;  Church  Organizations;  Red  Cross;  Ladies’  Home¬ 
makers’  Club;  Teen  Club;  Athletic  Clubs. 
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34.  SCHOOLS 

The  town  schools  constitute  Falher  Consolidated  School  District  No.  69. 
There  is  one  school  building,  stretching  350  feet  in  length,  20  teachers,  and  475 
students  who  are  taught  grades  1  - 12.  A  dormitory  in  the  convent  provides 
accommodation  for  20  girls. 

There  is  a  $300,000  college  (Notre  Dame  de  la  Paix)  where  students  are 
taught  theology,  commercial  subjects,  agriculture  and  industrial  arts. 


35. 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Gaite  Theatre 

322 

Platform 

No 

Arena  Hall 

450 

Yes 

Yes 

36. 

CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  a  library  in  the  chinch  which  is  supported  by  the  Ladies  of  Ste. 

Anne. 

School  activities  in  Art,  Drama  and  Music. 

Recreation  Board  and  one  full-time  Recreational  Director. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys— Scouts,  C.Y.O. 

Girls— Girl  Explorers,  C.Y.O. 


A  Catholic  college  is  located  in  the  town,  serving  a  large  enrolment. 
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38.  SPORTS 

Baseball— senior  and  junior;  Hockey— senior  and  junior  (covered  arena); 
Softball— ladies’;  Badminton— in  school  gymnasium;  Basketball  and  Volleyball- 
in  school  gymnasium. 

39.  FAIRS 

Annual  two  day  Agricultural  Fair  in  August. 

Annual  two  day  sports  event  in  July. 

Pioneer  Days  in  conjunction  with  the  Fair. 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Pioneer  Cross  -  5  miles  southeast  of  Falher. 


41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool;  Co-op  General  Store;  Co-op  Oil  Distributor  (UFA); 
Livestock  Co-op  Marketing;  United  Grain  Growers. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


xfi 

m 

0) 


Auto  Body  Repair  Shop.. 

.  1 

—  —  — 

Auto  Sales  . 

.  See 

Garages 

Banks  . 

.  2 

—  —  — 

Beauty  Parlors  . 

.  3 

—  —  3 

Barbers  . 

.  3 

—  —  — 

Blacksmiths  . 

.  2 

—  —  2 

Books  and  Stationery  .... 

See 

Gen.  Stores 

Butchers  . 

..  2 

—  1  2 

Building  Contractors  . 

.  2 

—  —  — 

Cartage  Delivery  . 

.  1 

—  —  — 

Clothing  (Women’s 

and  Children’s)  . 

.  2 

—  —  2 

Cold  Storage  Lockers  ....  1 

(included  in 

butchers  ) 

Electrical  Appliances  . 

.  3 

—  —  3 

Electrical  Contractors  .... 

2 

—  —  — 

Furniture . 

.  1 

—  —  1 

Garages  (Auto  and 

Farm  Machinery)  . 

..  4 

-  -  - 

General  Stores  . 

..  3 

—  —  3 

Grain  Elevators  . 

Total  capacity 

.  5 

716,400  bushels 

Hardware  . 

..  1 

—  _  i 

Hotels . 

..  1 

—  —  1 

Implements  . 

..  4 

—  —  4 

Insurance  . 

.  4 

—  —  — 

Real  Estate  . 

.  2 

—  —  — 

Jewellers  . 

.  1 

—  —  1 

Lumber  Yards . 

1 

1  1 

Milk  Distributors . 

..  1 

—  11 

co 

CO 

Q) 
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CO 

3 
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Machine  Shops 
and  Welding  . 

Oil  Distributors  . 

Painters  and  Decorators 

Pool  Rooms  . 

Radio  and  TV  Sales 

and  Service . 

Restaurants  . 

Sporting  Goods 


and 


3  —  — 

.  2  —  — 
See  Hardware 
General  Store 


Woodworking  . 

Medical  Doctors  . 

Drug  Store  ....  v . 

Railway  Station  . 

Bus  Depots  . 

Dry  Cleaners  . 

Coin  Laundry  . 

Garden  Fresh 

Produce  Stand  . 

Tire  Repair  and  Sales 
Farm  Credit  Corporation 
Seed  Cleaning  Plant  ... 

Apiary . 

Fertilizer  Dealers . 

Seed  Buyers  . 

Livestock  Market . 

Grocery  Store  . 

Clothing  Store  . 

Tailor  and 

Gents  Furnisher  .... 
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43.  SITES 

Industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are  available. 


44.  AGRICULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Municipal  District  130,  which  surrounds  the  town  of  Falher,  contains 
442,347  acres  of  land  operated  by  farmers.  Of  the  303,639  acres  of  improved 
land,  there  were:  221,889  acres  under  crops;  70,536  acres  of  summer  fallow; 
6,721  acres  of  pasture;  and  4,493  acres  of  other  improved  land  partly  comprised 
of  barnyards,  lanes,  home  gardens.  In  1961,  the  acreages  of  the  principal  crops 
were:  53,786  acres  of  wheat;  29,392  acres  of  oats;  57,488  acres  of  barley;  19,634 
acres  of  flaxseed;  38,223  acres  of  tame  hay;  and  20,496  acres  of  rapeseed. 

In  1961,  there  were:  5,941  cattle;  13,588  pigs;  1,214  sheep;  268  horses 
and  ponies;  and  37,678  poultry  in  the  area. 

Of  the  854  farms,  552  or  64.6%  were  owner  operated.  Occupancy  of  the 
remaining  farms  was:  manager  -  3;  tenant  -  72;  part  owner-part  tenant  -  267. 

The  degree  of  mechanization  has  increased: 


1956 

1961 

N@. 

No. 

Automobiles  _ 

_  384 

483 

Motor  trucks  _ 

593 

776 

Tractors  _ 

_  921 

1,012 

Grain  combines  _ 

417 

512 

Falher  is  the  shipping  point  for  a  large 


grain  farming  area  as  shown  by  this  row  of  elevators. 
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Progress  has  been  made  in  die  electrification  of  the  farms.  In  1956,  200 
farms  were  electrified;  however,  by  1961,  the  numbers  rose  to  481  or  56.3%  of 
the  total  farms. 

The  best  honey,  produced  from  clover  flowers,  is  available  in  Falher. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  are  shipped  out  each  year. 

A  creamery  was  operated  from  1923  to  1962,  the  maximum  annual  pro¬ 
duction  was  104,000  lbs.  Starting  in  1933,  a  cheese  factory  operated  for  two 
years;  the  maximum  annual  production  was  11,000  lbs. 


45.  TRADING  AREA 

The  trading  area  extends  20  miles  north,  25  miles  south,  15  miles  east, 
and  18  miles  west.  Trading  area  population  is  6,500  (including  urban  muni¬ 
cipalities  ) . 

■»o.  POPULATION 

Town  population: 


1951 

census 

....  575 

1963 

census 

....  741 

1966 

census 

....  882 
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